A study of the health status of the black population in Alameda County, California.
The purpose of this paper is to compare the overall health status of blacks with whites in Alameda County, California, using an index based on the mortality and disability experiences of the two population groups. It is demonstrated that this index, which requires disease-specific mortality and disability data, can be easily adapted to make use of existing data files containing data on mortality and any indicator of morbidity or disability. It was found that in the year 1974, the blacks lost approximately 10,000 productive years unnecessarily through higher mortality and disability rates than those of the white population. This disparity between the two populations may be underestimated because Chicano/Mexican Americans, who are known to enjoy a lower health status than whites, were included as part of the white population. The implications of the findings are discussed.